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                 Horse Trade Theater Group Presents:

 

 


        “THE ORPHANS”

 


                                  spontaneous theatre
8:00PM / WEDNESDAYS,  SEPTEMBER 18TH THRU OCTOBER 23rd
September 18 & 25 -- October 2 / 9 / 16 / 23

The St. Marks Theater / 94 St. Marks Place, btw. 1st & Ave. A (basement; no wheelchair access)

Subway: F at 2nd Ave.  /  6 at Astor Place  /  N/R at 8th St. / L to 1st Ave.

$10 or $7 w/Student ID / Tickets: SmartTix, 212-206-1515 or www.httheater.org
Download Photos @ http://www.httheater.org/season5/theOrphans.html
Access Press Archives @ http://www.httheater.org/archives.html

All alone in the world--still waiting to be adopted by Comedy or Theatre--THE ORPHANS must fend for themselves with nothing but 1 meager audience suggestion, a unique method of improvisation, and each other.

THE ORPHANS create a spontaneous performance by using a form of highly theatrical and extremely physical long form improvisation.

At the start of each show, the audience supplies a one-word suggestion. That's all they'll ask you for. Then, for the next hour, THE ORPHANS do all the work--using this word as a thematic launching point from which characters and scenes are created. 

The subject matter is a surreal, combined product of their own moods and thoughts as well as current events, politics and audience reaction. The end result is a long form improvisation that's often comedic, sometimes serious, frequently fascinating and always spontaneous: THE ORPHANS won't stop until somebody takes them home.

THE ORPHANS ARE an improv comedy troupe formed in 1999 under the direction of the late Dr. Martin de Maat, Artistic Director of The Second City.

The cast, which retains 90% of its founding members, have trained and performed with improv comedy institutions including The Groundlings, Upright Citizens Brigade and The Second City. Their combined stage time, friendship and tenacity produces a rare group mindset--making every show both spontaneous and intuitive.

The Orphans Are:  Lauren Antler, Lindsay Curcio, Patrick Dall'Occhio, Will Koehl, 

                               Marci Lacenere, Caprice Royal & Martin Verni

Directed by John Thies, formerly of Chicago’s The Second City & the NYC improv troupe Burn Manhattan

                           “A theatrical rollercoaster. . .you never know what’s going to happen next!”

 



 


       --Carlo Fiorletta, Stage Press Weekly, July 11, 2002

                  “…one of  NYC's top improvisation troupes. . .truly off-the-cuff and always hilarious.”

 








      --Langdon Hall, DigitalCity.com, 2002
THE ORPHANS: REAL BIOGRAPHIES---NO JOKE!

LAUREN ANTLER--hails from Brookline, MA and received her BA from Barnard (where she studied Yiddish Film). She studied with The Second City Training Center NY and, as an ensemble member, helped write and create Heroes and Hoagies, the 2nd Second City NY Revue. 

LINDSAY CURICO--is an attorney who became tired of seeing her clients in the arts have all the fun so began studying with The Second City Training Center NY and performing stand-up comedy.  Her dream is be a contestant on Supermarket Sweep if it’s ever held at Bergdorf Goodman.

PATRICK DALL’OCCHIO--Before moving to NYC, Patrick attended classes at The Groundlings School for Improvisation. Since arriving in NYC, Patrick has appeared in a few independent films and one-acts. He is currently filming Four Dead Batteries and appearing with the performance troupe Johnnie Lunchpail. 


WILL KOEHL--hails all the way from New Jersey, home of Taylor Ham, Diners, and Dennis Matonis! A former Deli worker, Will trained with The Second City Training Center NY and Burn Manhattan. He recently played with Blind Spot, a sketch/improv troupe in FringeNYC. Will is also currently touring the city with Johnnie Lunchpail--a new all-male improv troupe.

MARCI LACENERE---is originally from Pittsburgh, where she studied film, television and theatre at Pennsylvania State University.  She also studied improv with The Second City Training Center NY, Upright Citizens Brigade Training Center and members of The Groundlings.  She performs stand-up all around NYC and co-created/performed in Second City's first NYC showcase. 

CAPRICE ROYAL---has performed improvisation with Klaatu, Creative Cooperative and The Wingnuts. She appeared in the Off-Broadway productions of Oyl and Flats Fixed.  She recently toured with her one-woman show Caprice-Not Your Mother's Chevrolet and can currently be seen on comedic promos for The Biography Channel.

MARTIN VERNI---is a graduate of the American Musical and Dramatic Academy and The Second City Training Center NY. Notable NYC roles include The Marionette in talc, (co-staring Amy Acker); and as an ensemble member/co-writer for Second City’s 1st NYC Review, We Built This City On Rent Control.  This fall, he’ll appear in a stage adaptation of Clue as Prof. Plum.

SCOTT MAKIN (publicist)---In his Boston days, Scott performed over 200 improv shows with Guilty Children and founded the sketch troupe The Other White Meat. In NYC, he abandoned the lucrative world of comedy to become a freelance publicist whose clients include Horse Trade Theater Group and Surf Reality. He’s also CitySearch.com’sNYC comedy editor. Visit the highly informative, seldom updated www.ScottCon.com.

